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becomes a revolutionary", or something like that. I still stand
by that view, and suggeet that the altered situation of six years
later should be met accordingly.
We met in the Dehradun Camp six years ago to ascertain
the duty of revolutionaries, fighting for people's freedom from
spiritual as well as social slavery, while triumphant international
Fascism cast its ominous shadow athwart the civilised world,
We resolved to. stand by democracy which, at that juncture,,
appeared to be a lost cause, risking our political reputation and
putting our political future at stake. We failed to carry the:
country with us on the road to freedom, even when it lay open
before it. But we stood by our intelligently chosen ideal with the
courage of conviction. We swam against the current successfully*
I am decidedly of the opinion that it was a rich experience,
which has only steeled us for the coming struggle.
We are meeting in this Camp six years later to decide how
to meet the new situation. Fascism has beea defeated in the
battle-fields of Europe and Asia. But international civil war
between progress and reaction, revolution and counter-
revolution, is still waged on the home fronts which cut across
nations. In this new situation, we shall have to fight Fascism on
our home front. This is not an unexpected situation. The
Radicals were the first to sound the alarm against the menace of
Fascism. Many others also called themselves revolutionaries, and
let us not doubt their sincerity, preferred to live in a world of
make-believe. They declared, like the soon-to-be disillusioned
American Liberals "it cannot happen here". I wonder if they
have learned the lesson even now. But we are not taken
unawares. We are ready. It* will be a hard fight. We have
already tasted it. Fascism is almost in the saddle. Backed up by
decayed Imperialism desparately trying to escape the doom
of history, it will be a formidable enemy of freedom. It will
have the great asset of the emotionally regimented masses.
Philosophical revolution and scientific politics are the only
weapon which can blast that foundation of Indian Fascism. They
are in the armoury of the R.D.P. Therefore, I say that we are
prepared for the new situation.
What shall be done concretely, and how to go about it, will
be decided in the Camp. Our belief in scientific politics is put